
Salix alba Chermesina 

Scarlett Willow 

Salix alba Chermesina is the brilliantly scarlet 

red stemmed variety of the white willow. This 

willow is known for it’s wonderfully bright red 

young stems that are most attractive during the 

winter months. 

The Salix alba Chermesina is a male cultivar 

that grows to become a medium-large tree with 

an approx. height of 10-15m. It is popularly 

used as a pollarded tree as this encourages 

the decorative young stems.  

The trunk has deep, corky grooves and the 

leaves are dark green with silvery hairs. The 

foliage appears in early spring and remains on 

the tree until late autumn.  

This tree will tolerate even the most wet condi-

tions including areas that experience regular 

flooding.  

Salix alba Chermesina is a great choice for 

planting in parklands and also large gardens.  

Plant Profile 

Name: Salix alba Chermesina  

Common Name:  Scarlett Willow 

Family: Salicaceae 

Height: 12m + 

Width:  8-10m  

Demands:  

Soil: Moist but well drained, Loam, 

Clay, Sandy soils 

Foliage: Dark green leaves, with win-

ter colour of young shoots bright or-

ange/red. 

Flowers:  Yellowish catkins 

 

                       

Salix alba Chermesina ‘Stump’ CG 

Salix alba Chermesina feathered 2.5-3.0m CG 



Salix alba Chermesina  

Scarlett Willow 

 

  

Salix alba Chermesina 3 Stems 120-140cm CG Pollarded 
Salix alba Chermesina 2 Stems 50-60cm CG 

Salix alba Chermesina CG 


