
Phillyrea angustifolia  

Green Olive 

Phillyrea angustifolia is a bushy, dense, compact 

evergreen shrub, that has been awarded RHS Gar-

den Merit, originating from the Mediterranean re-

gion. It can also be known as the Green Olive or 

False Olive tree as its part of the Olive family.  

Compared to the Olives’ silvery grey coloured 

leaves, the Phillyrea angustifolia has narrow, dark 

green, leathery leaves. In late spring, early summer 

the slightly fragrant creamy white flowers appear 

in small tight clusters in the leaf axils, followed by 

globose blue/black fruits. 

Phillyrea angustifolia is a brilliant tree as a substi-

tute to Olea europaea if you still wish to create that 

Mediterranean look in the garden.  

Plant Profile 

Name: Phillyrea angustifolia  

Common Name: Green Olive  

Family: Oleaceae 

Height:  2.5-4.0m   

Width:  1.5-2.5m  

Demands:  Exposed or Sheltered, South- 

Facing aspect 

Soil:  Moist but well-drained, acidic, alkaline 

or neutral Sand. 

Foliage:  Evergreen 

Flowers: Fragrant white flowers 

Phillyrea angustifolia 0.8m ball CG 

                       

Phillyrea angustifolia leaves  



Phillyrea angustifolia  

Green Olive 

 

Phillyrea angustifolia 1.25-1.5m Umbrella CG 

 

Phillyrea angustifolia 1.2m Dome CG 


