
Magnolia kobus   

Northern Japanese Magnolia  

Magnolia kobus is an ancient, deciduous plant native to 

Japan. Its can reach highs of over 12 metres in a time 

span of 20-50 years.  

Originally, they were pollinated by beetles that were 

attracted to its profound fruity scent. Its snowy white 

buds present a perfumed, beautiful smell for all passers 

by. 

Although its natural home is on the hills or below the 

mountains in East Asia, the Northern Japanese Magno-

lia has been naturalised to almost all continents due to 

the plants outstanding beauty and low maintenance. 

Not only is it pest free, it is also resistant to many dis-

eases.  

Pruning is not needed in this type of tree due to its 

beautiful natural structure. At a young age, it grows in a  

pyramid shape but as it matures, a more elegant, 

rounded shape is created. Magnolia kobus is also great 

in a pleached form, where its green foliage really is a 

perfect addition to all gardens. 

Plant Profile 

Name: Magnolia kobus 

Common Name: Northern Japanese 
Magnolia  

Family: Magnoliaceae  

Height:  10-15 metres  

Width:  8-10 metres 

Demands:  Full sun or partial shade 

Soil:  Rich, well drained 

Foliage:  Deciduous 

Flowers: Snowy white flowers bloom in 
spring time 

Magnolia kobus umbrella 3.0-3.5m 

                       

Magnolia kobus flower 
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Magnolia kobus leaf  

 

Magnolia Kobus 35-40cm pleached 

 

Magnolia kobus 25-30cm standard 


