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Halesia carolina
Carolina silverbell / Snowdrop tree

Plant Profile
Name:  Malus Halesia carolina

Common Name:  Carolina silverbell / Snowdrop tree

Family:  Styracaceae

Height:  8 to 10 metres

Width:  4 to 8 metres

Demands:  Full sun to partial shade in any aspect

Soil:  Well drained loam, clay, or sand

Foliage:  Deciduous

Flowers:  White / Pale pink

Halesia carolina Multi Stem 1.75-2m

Halesia carolina Multi Stem 4.5-5m

Halesia carolina originated from the south-east 
United States with a broad rounded crown and is 
a lovely spreading tree up to 10m tall. 

Its mid-green elliptic to ovate-oblong leaves are 
5-10cm long with a finely tapered point and turn 
yellow in autumn. 

In mid to late spring as the leaves appear,  clusters 
of delicately scented white or creamy pink 3cm 
flowers like bells on slender stalks emerge.

The fruits of the tree which appear in the Autumn 
are not decorative but do add interest. They are 
yellowish green 2-3.5cm oblong capsules with 
four curious papery wings and a slender ‘beak’ 
on the end.
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Halesia carolina
Carolina silverbell / Snowdrop tree

Halesia carolina Umbrella 3-4m Halesia carolina Standard 30-35cm girth

Halesia carolina  Multi stem  3.5-4m

Squirrels use Carolina
 silver 

bells for food and th
e trees 

for dens. It’s heavy 
flowering in 

spring and very attrac
tive for 

the bees. Beekeepers
 speak 

highly of the species
 as an 

outstanding source for
 honey.
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