
Ficus carica 

Common fig 

Ficus carica, better known as the common fig, is a 

deciduous, large shrub or small spreading tree with a 

rounded crown. This specimen can deal with almost 

all soil types but develops considerably slower in 

poor or rocky soil. 

Native to the Mediterranean and western Asia, the 

fig tree has been cultivated since ancient times with 

over 850 species. Now it is grown throughout the 

world, both for its fruit and as an ornamental plant  

and has been grown in the UK since the early 1600’s. 

Being in a warm, sunny location is a necessity. How-

ever, if this isn't possible, being planted near a wall 

can add much needed protection. If planted in a con-

tainer, it will naturally restrict the roots which helps 

to control the size and improves fruiting. This means 

it is perfect for courtyards or container gardens. 

 

Plant Profile 

Name: Ficus carica 

Common Name: Common fig 

Family: Moraceae 

Height:  4–5m 

Width:  4-5m 

Demands:  Full or partial sun, sheltered 

Soil:  Moist but well-drained 

Foliage:  rounded, lobed leaves 

Flowers: Tiny flowers momentarily ap-
pear before fruits form. 

                       

Ficus carica leaf 

Ficus carica standard 20-25cm CG 



Ficus carica 

Common fig  

                       

                       

                       Ficus carica multistem 2-2.5m CG 

figs beginning to appear 

Ficus carica 20-25 half-stem CG 


